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Introduction to Shadowplay: The Secret Team 
by Daniel Sheehan 

You are about to embark upon a voyage into an 
unfamiliar—and most uncomfortable world. It is the world 
of the "shadow government," a cabal of ultra-right political 
and para-military specialists who believe that it is by secret 
political assassination, by blackmail, and by torture rather 
than by open democratic debate and decision—that issues of 
public policy and power really must be decided. 

Brought to Light is presented in two parts. The first, 
"Flashpoint: The La Penca Bombing," is a straightforward, 
chronological presentation of the remarkable investigations of 
Martha Honey and Tony Avirgan, the young and courageous 
American reporters who uncovered what later turned out to 
be the covert arms supply operation to the contras coordinated 
by retired Air Force Major General Richard V. Secord. 

This story also depicts the beginnings of the 
investigations and the federal racketeering lawsuit brought by 
the Christic Institute on behalf of the two journalists. The 
Institute's investigation revealed the existence of a decade-
long "off-the-shelf, stand-alone, self-financing, private covert 
operations Enterprise," described by Lt. Col. Oliver North in 
his congressional testimony as the "dream of CIA Director 
William Casey." This first work represents, in pictorial form, 
the factual data supplied to author Joyce Brabner and artist 
Thomas Yeates from the investigation and litigation of the 
Christic Institute and Martha Honey and Tony Avirgan. 

The second work, "Shadowplay: The Secret Team," is of a 
very different nature. This presentation is a subjective, surreal 
and artistic interpretation by author Alan Moore and artist Bill 
Sienkiewicz of the information set forth by the Christic 
Institute in its March 1988 Declaration of Evidence, filed with 
the Florida Federal Court. The Institute's court declaration sets 
forth a thirty year history of the criminal covert operations of 
those charged with crimes by the Christic Institute: defendants 
Richard Secord, Tom Clines, Albert Hakim, Theodore 
Shackley, John Singlaub, and their associates such as Edwin P. 
Wilson, Felix Rodriguez, Oliver North, John Poindexter, and 
others. This surreal and angry presentation—unlike the public 
presentation of the Christic Institute—depicts the symbolic 
"salesman" of the agenda of the shadow government as 
vicious, confused, and violent. 

To our knowledge, none of the defendants is personally 
any of these things. However, the conduct attributed to certain 
of the defendants by specific evidence in the Christic Institute 
case does clearly generate torture, murder, and destruction. 
How, then, is one to convey these terrible realities to an 
American audience? This is, finally, a matter of judgment. 

Moore and Sienkiewicz, who wrote and illustrated 
"Shadowplay," have exercised their judgment in a way very 
different from that in which this information has been 
historically presented by the Christic Institute. 

The choice of the comic book as a medium to represent 
this distasteful side of political life is firmly rooted within the 
historical tradition of political caricature and social satire 
dating back at least to the time when Martin Luther conducted 
his passionate campaign criticizing acts of misconduct in the 
Catholic Church using the comic book form. 

The conduct of the defendants is shocking and violent. 
The style of the author and artist of "Shadowplay" is, 
correspondingly, shocking and violent. One may, indeed, find 
the style of the author and artist of "Shadowplay" to be 
unsettling and terrifying. I would hope that one would find 
the conduct of the defendants to be equally so. 

Therefore the metaphor of violence and shock is not an 
inappropriate artistic device to employ in relating the awful 
history of the shadow government. 

For, while these men attempt to portray themselves as 
"gentlemen soldiers" and American patriots all, in their fine 
uniforms and well-pressed suits seated before congressional 
committees and media cameras, the evidence of their crimes, 
their violence, and their treason speaks louder than their false 
faces. And it is to this voice that the author and artist have 
listened in creating "Shadowplay." 

This book invites you to listen beyond the self-serving 
lies and to look beyond their uniforms and suits. You are 
invited into the world of "Shadowplay"—where the truth 
lies in the shadows, behind the lights. You are also invited to 
join in the growing nationwide network of citizens 
committed to exposing and stopping the crimes of the 
shadow government. 

Daniel Sheehan 
General Counsel 
Christic Institute 

The Christic Institute is a non-profit, public interest law and policy 
center supported by contributions from individuals, religious organizations, 
and foundations. As this book went to press, the lawsuit is on appeal before 
the Eleventh Circuit Court in Atlanta, Georgia. 

To join this national effort and to learn more about the Chris tic 
Institute investigation, please contact the Christic Institute, 1324 North 
Capitol Street N.W, Washington, D.C. 20002; (202) 797-8106. The 
Declaration of Evidence mentioned above can be purchased through the 
Institute offices. 
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/ ( UNCLE SAM? THE DOCrOPS 
WILL SEE YOU NOW. 

tTT\ 
_3- 

 BEEN HURTIN' LIKE 
HELL FOR A WHILE, 
POC. DIDN'T WANT 
TO ADMIT IT, BUT 
THIS JUST GOT 50 
BIG, I COULDN'T 
IGNORE IT... MY 
CONSTITUTION'S 
NOT WHAT IT GOOD LORD, 
USEPTO BE, 	MAN! LOOK AT 
I GUESS. 	\ YOURSELF! 

\ 
t) 	\- 

	

HOW LONG "! 	MUST BE, OH- 

	

P, 
	YOU BEEN \ 	THIRTY YEARS AT 

L n S BA HUH? J WALKIN' AROUND ) LEAST. BUT NOW 
I LIKE THAT? / IT'S SPREADING... 

AND NW EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH ACTS LIKE IT 
WANTS TO TAKE OVER 

THE WHOLE SHOW. 
WHAT IS IT? GIVE 

IT TO ME 

	

M C 	 STRAIGHT! 

, rl 

i 	 2 . 

HMM... IT LOOKS LIKE IT5 ' 7I FEEL A 
GROWING... WHAT ARE 	 OVERWHELMIN6 MALAISE, 
YOUR SYMPTOMS? 	 r 	EVER'irnME I PASS. A 

MIRROR.,T SEE FEWER CIVIL 
RIGHTS AND LI5ERTIE.5 
FOR MY CITIZENS, I'VE 

	

,. 	NOTICED A SERIOUS LOSS 
OFACCOUNTABILII"(TO 

- THE PEOPLE - AND A LOT 
OF THEM 12ON1 SEEM TO 
CARE A'OUT IT AT ALL,.. 

...MY ECONOMY FAWN& APART; 
I'VE GOT DRUG ADDICTION; 	 rji (i 

THERE'RE NOT ENOUGH J05 OR 

	

TRAINING FOR MY WORKFORCE; 	— 
MULTI-NATIONALS ARE EATING ME  
ALIVE; I OWE A NATIONAL DEBT 	 ' 
THAT COULD CI4OKEA BILLION 

WHALES; WOMEN, CHILDREN, THE  
HOMELESS-ALL ARE GLIDING  
INTO PERMANENT POVERTY. 	 - - 



FOOTNOTES: 

William Blum, The CIA: A Forgotten 
History (Atlantic Highlands, New 
Jersey, Zed Books Ltd.: 1986). 

2 William Manchester, The Death of a 
President (Great Britain, Michael 
Joseph Ltd.: 1968). 

3 Alfred W. McCoy, The Politics of 
Heroin in Southeast Asia (New York, 
Harper and Row: 1972). 

4 Leslie Cockburn, Out of Control 
(New York, Atlantic Monthly Press: 
1987). 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
BOOKS: 

Avirgan, Tony and Honey, Martha. La Penca: 
Report of an Investigation. Washington DC, 
Avirgan and Honey, 1985. 
Avirgan, Tony and Honey, Martha. La Penca: On 
Trial in Costa Rica. San Jose, Costa Rica, Editorial 
Porvenir, 1987. 
Blum, William. The CIA: A Forgotten History. 
Atlantic Highlands, New Jersey, Zed Books, Ltd., 
1986. 
Cockburn, Leslie. Out of Control. New York, 
Atlantic Monthly Press, 1987. 
Hackel, Joy and Siegel, Daniel. In Contempt of 
Congress. Washington DC, Institute for Policy 
Studies, 1987. 
Kruger, Henrik. The Great Heroin Coup. Boston, 
South End Press, 1980. 
Kwitny, Jonathan. The Crimes of Patriots. New 
York, W. W. Norton & Co., 1987. 
Manchester, William. The Death of a President. 
Great Britain, Michael Joseph Ltd., 1967. 
Marshall, Jonathan, Scott, Peter Dale, and Hunter, 
Jane. The Iran-Contra Connection. Boston, South 
End Press, 1987. 
McCoy, Alfred W. The Politics of Heroin in 
Southeast Asia. New York, Harper & Row, 1972. 

FILM AND VIDEO DOCUMENTARIES: 

Christic Institute. The Shadow Government: 
Behind the Iran/Contra Scandal. Home Video, 
1988. 
Cockburn, Leslie. John Hull's Farm Bordering on 
War. Broadcast on CBS's West 57th Street, June 25, 
1986. 
Cockburn, Leslie. The CIA Connection: Drugs for 
Guns. Broadcast on CBS's West 57th Street, April 
6, 1987. 
Cockburn, Leslie. CIA Front Dealing Drugs. 
Broadcast on CBS's West 57th Street, July 11, 1987. 
Cockburn, Leslie and Andrew Guns. Drugs & the 
CIA. Broadcast on PBS's Frontline, May 17,1988. 
Kennedy, Helena and Bradley, Richard. The Heart 
of the Matter. Broadcast on BBC, Great Britain, 
1987. 
Moyers, Bill. The Secret Government.. .The 
Constitution in Crisis. Broadcast on PBS's Bill 
Moyer's Journal, November 4, 1987. 
Stuart, Charles. Murder on the Rio San Juan. 
Broadcast on PBS's Frontline, April 19, 1988. 
Trent, Barbara and Meyer, Gary. Cover-up: 
Behind the Iran-Contra Affair. MPI Home Video, 
1988. 



THESE PAST ACTIONS HAVE SHOWN 
APPALLIN6 CONTEMPT FOR1RUE. 

DEMOCRACY AND JUSTICE, FLAL)N11 N6 
BOTH DOMESTiC AND INTERNATIONAL 
LAW, NOT TO MENTION YOUR OWN 

U.S. CO4STLTUTIONL.. MUST I REMIND 
YOU? ONLY "COP46RES SHALL HAVE 

T'Li r,,-'i&sO 	 rPI AMC %Alfift 11  

ON TOP OF IT ALL., 	P' 
SOMEHOW ORCANIZEP ' 
CRIME HAS SEEN 
ACCEPTE2 AS A 
LE6(T(MATE TOOL 
OF GOVERNMENT. 
OESN'T SEEM LIKE ' 1 

I'VE HAP A FAIR 
PRESIDENTIAL RACE 
OR AS LONi45JCAN 

REMEM6ER. THERE'S  
SEEN SPYIN(, CHEATIN6, 
AND EVEN POLITICAL  
A55AS5INA11ONS. ITS 	' 

HORRIBLE! WHAT'S 
HAPPENIN6 TO M 

Th1P465 LIKE WATER&ATE, 
i CONTRA6ATE AND ALL THE 

REST HAVE TO STOP! THESE 
' UNPRINCIPLED ACTIONS 

HAVE VIOLATEPFEPERAL 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN LAWS, 
THEY INCREASE DISRESPECT ' 
FOR THE ROLE OF LAW AMONG 

ALL YOUR CITIZENS. THE 	' 
I LAW APPLIES EQUALLY TO 
I EVERYONE. YOU CN'TAFrORP 

A C'OULE STAN PARP? 	'. 

i: 

ç, 2— -  

J r 

Ilk 

:J 

ThE INTRI6UES NECESSARY 
FOR CIRCUMVENTION OF 

RJLIC AND CON6RE55IONAL 
WILL-THEY'LL SHRED YOUR 

! SYSTEM OF CHECJ<5 AND 
) BALANCES, ONE LIE LEAPS 
" TO ANOTHER, QUIT FOOLING 

YOURSELF; YOU NEED TO LIVE 
ol S'( THE CONSTrVUTION YOU 
) PLE126E TO! YOU MUST REMOVE 

TI-ItS COVERT BRANCH OF 
GOVERNMENT- IT PERVERTS 

RATHER THAN PROTECTS 
) YOUR NATIONAL SECURITY. 

- 

WHEN THIS - Il-46 "SECRET 
GOVERNMENT" USES ITS ' 
POWER TO SUPPRESS 

LEGITIMATE. DISSENT, IT 
EROPE5 THE IDEALS OLIBERTY H 

r AND MORALITY THAT YOU 
' EMBODY. IN THE END, YOUR 
' PUBLIC ALWAYS BEARS THE 
3 COST, WHEN INTELLIGENCE 

GROUPS IMPORT PRU65 TO ! 
FINANCE OPERATIONS OR 'J 

-' HARASS OPPONENTS, IT IS 
• YOUR PEOPLE WHO BECOME 

APL7ICTS,WHO LIVE IN FEAR! 
JUST SAY NO, SAM! 

# — 

'4 

LOOK.IN6 AT YOUR CASE HISTORY, IT'S O5VIOU5, 
SAM, THE 5I61\16 AND SI&NALS HAVE SEEN 

RIGHT THERE IN THE NEWS ALL ALON,.,, 
YOU'RE SUFFE.PJM( FROM SELF-INFLICTEP 

WOUNDS: PECEffION,PlSr0Rn0N ANP DUPLICITY.' 
IN SHORT, AN ON60IN( CONSTITUTIONAL 

CRISIS OF HISTORIC c'Ropo.11oNs' 

L 

lm 

INSTEAD OF PEACEFUL U555, THESE ACTIONS PUT YOUR ENERGY 
INTO NEEDLESS AGGRESSION AND EVERYONE AROUND 'IOU 

5UFFERS. YOU'RE DEVELOPING A PERMANENT WAR ECONOMY, 
PERHAPS EVEN A NATIONAL POLICE STATE. THIS DIVERSION OF 

FUNDS FROM NECESSARY PRIORITIES IS HARMING YOUR 
FINANCIAL HEALTH, TOO. WHY THROW COOP MONEY AFTER 
BAD, SAM? YOU HAVE 600L) LAWS AND MORAL VALUES— 

USE THEM IF YOU WANT TO STAY ON YOUR FEET! 
GOOD LUCK, AND PLEASE LEAVE A CHECK ON YOUR WAY OLTI 

MR. H-BOMB, 
THE DOCTOR IS 
READY TO SEE 
YOU NOW. 

nz 
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