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The Klan organizes paramilitary training camps in 
rtumerous locations across the country. 

Covington 
called the 
verdict 
in the 
Greensboro 
Klan/Nazi 
trial a 
"triumph for 
freedom." 

Federal Investigation and Trial 

For more than a year after the acquittals, the 
Justice Department, charged with prosecution of 
civil rights violators, claimed no jurisdiction to 
investigate this atrocity. Finally, as a result of 
Greensboro and nationwide citizen pressure, a 
federal grand jury was opened on March 22, 
1982. 

Though federal prosecution of the criminals in 
the Greensboro Massacre is obviously necessary, 
the Justice Department could not be expected to 
carry out an investigation and prosecution in-
dependent of its own apparent collusion and 
cover-up in the case. As one local citizen stated, 
"To ask the Justice Department to run the case is 
like asking the fox to investigate the chicken 
house the morning after." 

The Justice Department attorney in charge of 
the entire investigation was the man whose letter 
had exonerated Greensboro Police in 1980. The 
chief field investigator, local FBI agent Thomas 
Brereton, had had past financial dealings with 
Edward Dawson and had been involved in eras-
ing tapes of a Klansman's testimony. 

The Greensboro Civil Rights Fund demanded 
and then sued for a special prosecutor, an in-
dependent individual, to take over the prosecu-
tion. That suit, partially successful, was appealed 
by the Justice Department. 

On April 22, 1983, nine Klansmen and Nazis 
were indicted by the Justice Department's grand 
jury. The group included five of the six originally 
tried and informant Edward Dawson. They were 
charged with conspiracy to violate the civil rights 
of injured and murdered demonstrators by at-
tacking an integrated group with a lawful parade 
permit. 

Ignored in the indictments was the evidence of 
conspiracy against union organizers and of-
ficials. Excused was the role of the Greensboro 
Police, BATF, FBI, Community Relations Ser-
vice, and all other agencies and officials that 
directed, aided or covered up the conspiracy. The 
indictments gave no assurance to minorities, 
political activists, civil liberties advocates or 
anyone else that they would be safe from similar 
government-directed death squads. 
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